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deep-water port of Syracuse, so that heavily armored tanks could
thenceforth be landed.

The combined English and American footholds in southeastern
Sicily once firmly established, the conquest of the island could next
be undertaken. Sicily, Trinacria as the ancients called it, is a trian-
gular island about 150 miles from east to west and about 100 from
south to north along its eastern base, most of it rocky and moun-
tainous. In front of its northeastern corner rises the great white cone
of Mt. Etna, which with its plume of smoke dominates the neigh-
boring seas. Just beyond that corner, across the Strait of Messina,
only a little more than two miles wide at its narrowest point, lies
the toe of the Italian boot.

On such a chessboard, the operation somewhat obviously begun
in the southeast had its best chance of destroying the Axis garrison
if Messina on the Sicilian side of the strait could be quickly reached.
We may fairly suppose, therefore, that the original plan was for the
British on the extreme right to advance rapidly northward up the
east coast to cut off the retreat of the defenders. What seem to have
been feigned landings near the western tip of the island were prob-
ably intended to unbalance the defense by detaining Axis units far
from the critical eastern sector.

If this was indeed Eisenhower's pkn, the Axis garrison, although
not strong enough to hold the island, was at least able to keep itself
from being pushed away from its line of retreat across the strait
Most of the German troops, equivalent to about three and a half
divisions, were brought into action against the British push up the
east coast, which they succeeded in delaying. .On the left or western
flank, however, the Americans, urged on by their commander Fat-
ton, then a lieutenant general, were able after two weeks of fighting
over the rugged Sicilian terrain to make a rapid bound of thirty
miles forward to the north coast and seize Palermo, the island's
principal city, against opposition which toward the end was negli-
gible. Thence, turning eastward, they advanced along the north
coast While such a move merely pushed the enemy backward
along his line of commimications and therefore could not achieve
his destruction, it nevertheless forced him into his last Sicilian de-
fensive redoubt, the Etna line covering the island's northeast corner
on a front of about fifty miles, half of which were militarily impas-
sable because of the great mountain. The eastern Sank of this